
About the Quilt Challenge
In these difficult economic times, it is easy to focus on how we 
individually are being affected by the recession. It is important 
to remember, however, that the extreme inequities in wealth and 
health that exist between countries are likely to be exacerbated by the current downturn: the lives of 
millions in the developing world will feel the impact. This quilt challenge is a call to all of us to reach 
out and send our collective support to some of those hardest hit by the economic crisis in other parts of 
the world.

In November 2009 the United States Mission to the United Nations in Geneva will hold a quilt 
exhibition at the United Nation’s headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland to coincide with the annual 
United Nations Women’s Guild Fundraising Bazaar. Each year thousands of visitors from the city’s 
large international community attend this bazaar, which features arts, crafts and products from nearly 
190 nations and raises close to US$ 500,000 for charity. The bazaar proceeds are channeled to various 
projects around the world in support of children, especially projects related to health care, nutrition and 
education. 

In support of the Global Fund, and to raise awareness about the efforts the Global Fund supports 
to combat these deadly pandemics, the U.S. Mission has initiated a quilt challenge with the theme 
“Making a Healthier World for our Children.”  Quilters are invited to create quilts related to this theme, 
and to submit them for display at the United Nations in Geneva this November.  Thereafter, the exhibit 
will tour the U.S. for display at various quilt shows in order to educate viewers about the public health 
challenges faced by women and children and the important work of the Global Fund.

The world community has set a set of ambitious goals to achieve by 2015. Among those is to reduce 
the number of deaths among children under five years old by two thirds; to reduce maternal mortality 
by three quarters; to begin to reverse HIV/AIDS and to cut by half the number of people suffering from 
malaria and other infectious diseases. 

Americans as a whole - and quilters in particular - have a history of generosity to others in times of 
need. Globally, foreign aid from the U.S. government and through individual donations to charities, 
religious institutions and nongovernmental organizations has made a significant contribution to making 
our world a better place. 

This quilt challenge provides an opportunity for quilters to gain a more in-depth understanding of how 
these deadly but preventable diseases are affecting children around the world and a chance to advocate 
for increased global funding to combat these diseases.

 

About the Global Fund
Founded in 2002, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria is a unique global 
public/private partnership dedicated to attracting and disbursing resources to prevent and treat HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. The Global Fund works in close collaboration with other national, 
bilateral and multilateral organizations, including the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR) and the President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI), to support countries’ efforts to fight 
the three diseases. The Global Fund currently provides two thirds of all international funding to fight 
tuberculosis and malaria, as well nearly a quarter of all international funding to fight AIDS.
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About the Global Fund ... Continued 
 
Funded activities include the prevention of HIV transmission from 
mother to child and the distribution of mosquito bed nets to combat 
malaria in young children, who are especially vulnerable to the 
disease.  The U.S. is the largest contributor to the Global Fund.

How You Can Participate
1) Make and donate a challenge quilt to be entered in the exhibition 
in Geneva, Switzerland (details on the challenge quilt are found 
below). Deadline for mailing: September 25, 2009.

2) Make and donate a quilt to be sold at the UN Women’s Guild 
Bazaar as part of the U.S. Mission’s contribution to the bazaar. 
Deadline for mailing: 14 Oct 2009.

3) Encourage your quilt guild to donate funds from their annual raffle 
quilt to the Global Fund through the United Nations Foundation, which has established its own fund for 
the purpose of accepting private donations to the Global Fund.  Instructions can be found at http://www.
unfoundation.org/donate/global-fund.html.

4) Learn as much as you can about the Global Fund and encourage your congressmen and senators to 
support U.S. donations to this effective and cost-efficient organization. 

Entry Requirements for the Challenge
 
Theme:  The aim of the exhibit is not only to explain the devastating effects of these diseases, but also 
to spotlight solutions and progress being made in the fight against HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, 
particularly in relation to children around the world.  The exhibition would be comprised of challenge 
quilts submitted to the U.S. Mission and photographs and informational panels provided by the Global 
Fund.  For those with older children who are studying international relations, this project presents an 
excellent opportunity for parent-child (or grandparent-grandchild) collaboration. 

1) There are no size limitations, however, all quilts must include a 5” sleeve for hanging on the back.

2) Sew a label onto the quilt with quilter’s name, home town, year made and quilt title.

3) Fill out the entry and donation form, attached to this page, and available on the Challenge website.

4) Provide a statement explaining the concept of your quilt and linking it to the challenge theme.

5) Group quilts are encouraged.

6) Finished quilts should be mailed by September 25, 2009 to:

Dick Wilbur
Deputy Public Affairs Counselor
5120 Geneva Place
Dulles, VA 20189-5120
USA

 

For more information on the quilt 
exhibit or the work of the U.S. 
Mission to the United Nations, 
please send an email to:  
info@quiltchallenge.org 
The U.S. Mission welcomes ideas 
from quilt guilds for collaboration 
and information sharing via 
websites, Facebook, photography 
and video, etc.
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For more about the Global Fund,  
please visit:

www.quiltchallenge.org

Web Resources

www.theglobalfund.org Sponsored by the 
United States 
Mission to the 
United Nations  
in Geneva and  
The Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and 
Malaria

For more about the U.S. Mission to the 
United Natins in Geneva please visit:

geneva.usmission.gov

http://www.theglobalfund.org
http://geneva.usmission.gov



